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counted on Gallic aid; but when he reached the Po, he made
no efficient use of his Gallic allies, and they were in no sense
of the same value to him, with Hannibal already in Italy, as
they had been to Hannibal when he had to fight Rome single-
handed. When Hasdrubal set out to march overland, though
lie had Hannibal's experience to guide him, he left Spain so
late that -be had to winter west of the Alps, and thus gave
his enemies abundant time to make preparations to meet him.
That they did not do so even more efficiently was due to the
Gallic insurrections and to Roman laxness, not to Hasdru-
bal's activity.

Hannibal was the first who ever led a regular army, with
its baggage, not to speak of elephants, across the Alps.
Hasdrubal's crossing can in no sense be compared to his.
The only mountain passage recorded in history which does
compare to it is Alexander's crossing the Parapamisus. Han-
nibal's passage was made against serious opposition, and with
none but unreliable information about the ground he had to
cover. Yet, from his entrance to his exit from the Alps was
a bare two weeks. Hasdrubal encountered only friendly
greetings and assistance from the transalpine Gauls, receiv-
ing guides, food, and even troops. The past dozen years had
made the intercourse by this route over the Alps much more
frequent, and the roads were correspondingly better. The
tribes had learned that the Carthaginians were not enemies
they themselves had to fear, but that they were aiming at the
equally dreaded and hated power of Rome, which all the
Gauls now were eager to see humbled.

Hasdrubal took a much longer time than Hannibal in hia
entire passage ; but he finally descended to the valley of the
Padus. Once there, his first efforts should have been to push
as straight and as fast to a junction with Hannibal as prop-
erly reconnoitred but forced marching could carry him. Butd northern Italy, was a task to overtax even his brother.
